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" Since the beginning of our national independence we have
always been surrounded by the Germanic sea, and we have
always known how to protect ourselves, whether by alliance
or military defences, or political ententes." Having issued this
simple but unmistakable warning, in subsequent years until
the war broke out, Benes had repeatedly to point out that,
since the ancient Pan-German expansionism had again and
easily gained the upper hand in Germany it was apparent that
the leopard had not changed his spots, and that Germany was
still German. This was the judgment of the whole Czecho-
slovak people in 1938 and 1939, as it had been, for the most
part, throughout the centuries. The long experience of a
thousand years was being telescoped into two short decades.
The parallelism between present and past was complete, and
the Czechoslovak people knew full well that Benes sensed the
parallelism clearly and accurately.

A corollary of this reasoned and historically grounded anti-
Germanism among the Czechoslovaks is the deep desire of this
people for the independence and sovereignty of their state.
The crucial periods in their history that point this aim are
many and decisive. They rallied behind a foreign leader in
the seventh century who urged them to drive out their Avar
oppressors. They supported native princes who gained inde-
pendence from the successors of Charlemagne in the ninth
century. Their kbgs could count on popular favour in the
thirteenth century when dealing with the powerful Hohen-
staufen Emperors. Then the people realized full well that
they were an integral part of the Western world and would
have to find their place in the framework of the all-embracing
empire. But that place was unique. The Kings of Bohemia,
unlike other princes of the Empire, were sovereign monarchs
within the boundaries of the Kingdom. The Emperor could
not even set foot within its borders nor levy a penny's tax
without the King's permission. The pride of the people of
the kingdom was heightened when their kings insisted on